Treading water: Americans' access to needed medical care, 1997-2001.
Despite unprecedented economic growth, low unemployment and fewer uninsured people, Americans' ability to get needed medical care failed to improve significantly between 1997 and 2001, according to findings from the Center for Studying Health System Change's HSC) Community Tracking Study Household Survey. While most people get the care they believe they need, about one in seven Americans reported some difficulty obtaining needed care in 2001 - about the same as in 1997. At the same time, health system-related problems - such as the ability to get timely appointments - increased, suggesting possible health system capacity constraints are emerging. On a brighter note, children's ability to get needed care improved.